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MONTiiLY  FOOD  SUPFL'l  REPORT 


-  OCTOBER  19U6 


Reports  on  tne  adequacy  of  iood  supplies  in  relation  to  demand wduring.  tne  first 
v.^eek  of  October  snov/  a  pronounc:.d  general  shortage  of  rr.eats,  cdilrfed  fisii,  fats, 
oils,  rice  and  soap  but  generally  cidequate  supplies  of  cheese,  eggs,  chicken^, 
canned  citrus  Juices,  frosh  oranges,  potatoes,  cabbage  and  canned  and  frozen  peas 
^.iid  beans  (except  lin.as).    Supplies  of  sugar  were  insufficient  to  meet  ration 
derfi.x'id  in  approximatelv  one-half  the  ai-eas  reporting.    It  should  be  noted  that 
tp.is  inforir.ation  reflects  conditions  prior  to  the  removal  of  price  controls  on 
m;ats  and  other  food  products  later  in  October, 

The  20li  reports  s'jnmiarir.ed  in  this  analj/sis  are  based  on  information  gathered 
d\:ring  the  first  v;eGk  of  October  by  field  representatives  of  the  Production  and 
Marketing  Administration  at  meetings  of  food  advisory  committees  ^d  by  direct 
communication  viith  the  food  trades.    The  number  of  orea  reports  received  from 
each  of  tht;  five  regions  is  as  f  ollov;3 :  northeast  26;  mid^A'est  60;  south  hi;  south- 
v.'est  39;  and  v;est  32. 

The  analysis,  as  in  the  past,  is  divided  into  tiiree  parts.    Part  I  is  a  narrative 
Sur.naary  of  the  month's  developments.    Part  II  sets  forth  percentage  f ignores  for 
each  region,  dividing  commodities  into  three  groups:  generally  s car ce,  generally 
adequate,  end  'anbalanced.    It  ir.ust  be  remembered  that  these  percentages  are  based 
on  the  number  of  areas  reporting  the  situation,  r^^ther  than  on  quantitive  measures 
of  the  supply,   -Furthermore,  each  area  report  is  given  equal  weight  in  computing 
regional  and  U.S.  totals.    Thus,  shortage  situations  or  differences  among  regions 
may  be  exaggerated,    P.ort  III  siiov/s  the  food  availability  situation  in  28  swlected 
localities . 

The  three  categories  of  adequacy  of  supplies  used  in  this  survey  are  defined  as 
f  ollov;s : 


Scarce : 


Supply  is  less  than  three-quarters  of 
cui^rcnt  demand. 


Adequate : 


Suppl^y-  is  more  than  three-quarters  of 
current  demand  but  not  sufficiently  in 
excess  of  demand  to  cause  excessive 
in^'-entories . 


Surolu: 


Supplies  available  in  quantities  greater 
than  demand.    Inventories  heavy  and 
rapidly  becoming  excessive  in  viev;  of 
current  level  of  demand. 


PART  I 


-     Adequacy  of  Tood  £uppli(.s 


Fruits  aPxd  Vegetables 

Canned  Fruits ;        Canned  fruits  remained  scarce  in  praotioally  all  reporting  areas 
during  earlj  October c    Of  the  four  major  fruits,  canned  pineapple  v;as  scarce  in  all 
areas;  pears  v/ere  scarce  in  ^^  p.r  cent;  fruit  cocktail  in  95  per  cent  and  peaches 
in  78  per  cent  of  tho  areas.    Canned  peaches  ;vere  more  readily  available  than  in 
V' pre-j-ious  month. 

Canned  Juices;        Supplies  of  grapefruit  juice,  orange  juice,  zaA  orange-grcpefruit 
blended  juice  were  meeting  the  demand  in  practically  all  reporting  areas.  Grape- 
fruit juice  was  reported  surplus  in  11  per  cent  of  the  reporting  areas  in  the 
souths    Toric-.to  juice  was  scarce  in  3b  p^r  cent  of  the  reporting  areas  compared 
with  52  per  c ont  in  Septembor.     Pineapple  juice  contini:.ed  scarce  in  almost  all 
areas , 

Canned  '^/egctaoles :        Canned  green  andT;a>:  beans  and  canned  peas  were  generally 
aoiTquate  throughout  the  country  and  showed  slight  increases  in  availability  from 
a  month  earlier.     Canned  corn  was  scarce  in  48  per  cent  of  the  reporting  areas 
and  canned  tomatoes  in  81  per  cent. 

Frozen  Foods:         Supplies  of  frozen  fruits  were  slightly  m.ore  readily  available 
in  early  October  than  the  provious  iiionth.    Apricots  were  generally  adequate  in 
all  regions  except  the  south  aind  peaches  were  adequate  except  in  the  south  and 
northeast.    Frozen  strawberries  v/ere  scarce  in  60  per  cent  of  the  reporting  areas. 
Supolies  of  frozen  vegetables  improved  slightly       compared  with  the  previous 
month.  Frozen  snap  beans,  frozen  cut  cora_,  frozen  peas,  and  frozen  spinach  vrere 
adequate  or  surplus  in  c6,  78,  38,  ajid  92  per  cent  of  the  reporting  areas  respec- 
tively. -Frozen  lima  bems  were  scarce  in  58  per  cent  of  the  areas. 

Dried  Foods:  Dried  priuie  and  raisin  suppli'^s  vrere  not- meeting  demand  through- 

out the  country  as  a  v.'-hole  and  decreases  in  availability  were  apparent  as  com- 
pared with  early  September,    Dry  beans  v/ere  insufficient  to  m^et  'ohe  dem,and  in  93 
P'^r  cent  of  the  reporting  areas. 

Fresh  Foods:  Irish,  potatoes  and  cabbage  continued  to  be  reported  adequate  or 

surplus  in  practically  all  areas .    A  surplus  of  potatoes  was  reported  in  34  to  UO 
per  cent  of  the  areas  in  each  of  tne  five  regions,    A  surplus  of  cabbage  was  re- 
ported in  12  per  cent  of  the  areas  for  tne  country  as  a  whole.    Surpluses  were  re- 
ported in  eacl"!  region.    Oranges  coritinued  to  be  adequate  or  surplus  in  over  90 
per  cent  of  the  reporting  aireas  , 

Meats:    During  the  first  vreek  of  October  suppli..s  of  meats  of  all  t;^'pes  were  re- 
ported scai-ce  in  almost  all  area.s  with  generally  decreased  availability  in  all 
r..gions  as  comp...red  v.ith  early  September.    Beef  steaks,  beef  roasts,  hamburger, 
and  veal  vrere  scarce  in  98  per  cent  of  the  reporting  areas.    Poric  loin  chops, 
and  roasts,  fresh  and  cured  ham  and  shoulder,  and  bacon  were  reported  scarce  in 
all  reporting  areas.    Salted  fat  cuts,  cola  cuts,  and  canned  meats  v/ere  scarce  in 
99,  35,  and  9U  per  cent  of  the  reporting  areas,  respectively. 
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Fish ;       Fresh  and  frozen  fish  v/ere  adequate  or  surplus  in  69  per  cent  of  the 
areas  for  the  country  as  a  vrtiolo;  hov/ever,  supplies  vera  sufficient  to  meet 
g..n^-ral  demands  in  only  U6  and  60  per  cent  of  the  arecis  in  the  southv/est  and  west, 
respectively.    Canned  salmon,  tuna,  and  sardines  continued  sCo.rce  in  practically 
all  areas . 

Dairy  Products ;    Although  for  the  country  as  a  whole  butter  supplies  were  meeting 
demand,  generally  availability  decreased  as  compared  mth  the  previous  month  and 
in  the  South  only  55  p'^r  cent  of  the  areas  reported  supplies  as  adequate.  The 
availability  of  cheeses  and  evaporated  milk  was  approximately  the  seme  as  a 
month  earlier.    About  80  per  cent  of  the  areas  reported  supplies  as  adequate  or 
b^ing  surplus.    Liargarine  was  reported  scarce  in  99  per  cent,  lard,  shortening, 
dhd  salad  oils  in  100  per  cent  of  all  reporting  areas. 

Soaps ;  Soaps  and  washing  pov/ders  continued  to  be  scarce  in  relation  to  demand  .in 
practically  all  areas  throughout  tae  country. 


Sugar ;  For  the  country  as  a  whole  the  supply  of  suz,ar  was  insufficiont  to  me^t 
ration  demand  in  $1  per  cent  of  the  reporting  areas,  a  lov/er  percentage  than  in 
early  September,  Only  in  the  midwest  and  west  were  supplies  reported  generally 
adequate. 

Other  Items :      Shell  eggs  were  adequate  or  surplus  in  8U  per  cent  of  the  re- 
porting areas  compared  with  87  per  cent  during  early  September.    Chicken  supplies 
v/ere  adequate  in  73  per  cent  of  the  reporting  areas  compared  with  93  P^r  cent 
a  month  ago.    Rice  continued  scarce  in  96  per  cent  of  the  areas  .    Supplies  of 
v/heab  flour  and  bread  v;ere  sufficient  to  meet  demand  in  almost  all  areas  but  corn 
meal  supplies  were  scarce  in  50  per  cent  of  the  reporting  areas. 
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U.  S. 
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x.'l  9        •  •'  0 
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S.  Y'. 

•"r 

ii  « 

..aruiwd  Fruit  Cocktail 

95 

96 

93 

100 

90  ■ 

9h 

Ci'n-.cid  peaclijs 

T  O 

78 

92 

82 

72 
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Gannod  pears                '  '  '  "' 

.  99 
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98 

100 

100 

o  1 
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Canned  pineapple 

100 
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100 

100 

IfflO 

100 

Canned  Pineapple  Juice 

yo 

100 

98 

100 

9.7 

9k 

Canned  Tomatov^s             '  "■•  - 

ol 

9o 

77 

Ih 

Qh 

Frozc^n  Strawberries 

qO 

73 

60 

71 
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Frozen  Lima  Beans 

58 

38 
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62 

66 
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72 

77 
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57 

11 
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95 
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Meats^  Fish,  Fats  <Sc  Oils 

Beef  Steak 

nQ 

9o 

100 

100 

lUU 

91 

90 

Beef  Roasts 

9o 

100 
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1  no 

91 

90 
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9o 

100 
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91  - 
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97 
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92 
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Salted  Fat  Cuts 
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99 
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96 
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89 

95 
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FOODS  TlxAT         GENERALLY  ADEQUATE  (B)    —  rcporbod  in  adequate  or  surplus  supply 
by  moro  than  tv.'o-thirds  01  tnc  areas  in  all  five  regions.    Percentages  starred 
include  10  per  cent  or  luore  "surplus"  reports;  those  double-starred  include  2^ 
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